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A Nigerian nurse who has built a successful career in the UK, 57-year-old Sophie
Oboh, has mixed views about the tighter immigration laws that the government is
implementing.

Ms Oboh says she understands the reason for the crackdown but she is also
concerned that it may go too far, preventing other Nigerian nurses from moving to the
UK. "If they are given the opportunity tomorrow, they will come," Mrs Oboh told the
BBC.

"Nigeria is a very big nation. There are qualified nurses who don't have jobs there,"
she adds, pointing out that there is no risk of her home country experiencing a "brain
drain". When Mrs Oboh first came to the UK in 1988, it was "simple".

"My husband was here as a student. | was allowed to come and join him. Today, it's
very difficult to come to Britain”.

Go home

Now, UK law has split families - a point that South Africa-based immigration lawyer
Johannes Breytenbach makes.

He notes that Britons must now earn a minimum of $30,000 (£18,600) a year to bring
over a spouse who is a non-European Union (EU) citizen. "This has been the worst
change in law in relation to the impact it has on our clients who are British citizens,"
he says.

London-based human rights and immigration lawyer Kahiye Alim agrees, saying that
unless you are well off, "you can't fall in love with a foreigner.”
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