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Plastic bottle deposit return scheme finally looks set to start in 

England

Campaigners say long delay is adding to pollution and not including glass will break manifesto 

pledge. 

The launch of a long awaited deposit return scheme for plastic bottles in England is expected 

to be announced by the government. 

Five years after Michael Gove first promised to bring it in, it is understood ministers will on 5 

Friday give the go-ahead for a deposit return scheme (DRS) that will not include glass, 

according to a report in the Grocer magazine. 

The failure to include glass in the scheme, which was a manifesto promise, has been criticised 

by campaigners as a missed opportunity. 

Surfers Against Sewage (SAS), which has campaigned for a DRS to tackle plastic pollution, 10 

said: “Whilst we should celebrate action being taken against the scourge of plastic pollution, 

this much delayed announcement on DRS appears a huge missed opportunity. 

“The government has rolled back on its 2019 manifesto commitment to include glass, one of 

the most environmentally damaging materials. This is frankly nonsensical and puts England at 

odds with systems being introduced in Scotland and Wales, hindering UK-wide compatibility.” 15 

The introduction of the deposit return scheme will not happen until 2024 – six years after it was 

announced by the government as a key environmental policy. 

The delay has been criticised by SAS, which said it would result in an additional 16bn 

containers leaching into the environment, choking rivers and seas. “We demand greater 

ambition from government,” said SAS. […] 20 

The government’s manifesto promise in 2019 was to introduce a deposit return scheme to 

incentivise people to recycle plastic and glass and the first consultation was met with a high 

level of support for the scheme. 

Across the UK, consumers go through an estimated 13bn plastic drinks bottles a year. Only 

7.5bn are recycled. The remaining 5.5bn are landfilled, littered or incinerated.25 
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