Now on the BBC World Service another chance to hear our series  “The Price of Biofuels”.
Jerry Northern investigates concerns that biofuels, once believed to be the answer to global warming and dwindling oil stocks, are instead not only failing to be either , but are also causing environmental havoc worldwide.  In this first of two programmes, Jerry visits Paraguay, where the conflict between oil companies and poor people would seem to exemplify some of the problems.

The idea of fuelling your car or an aeroplane from renewable crops, like sugar-cane, corn, or soya beans, is certainly attractive :  it offers the prospect of a green alternative to oil and a way to ensure supplies of fuel for the long term future, without having to rely on volatile, sometimes hostile countries.

So the initial welcome for so-called biofuels was enthusiastic.  But, more recently, critics have begun to express doubts : 
do biofuels take food intended for poor people, and turn it into fuel for the rich ? 
Do they lead to the destruction of environments like rain-forests, and loss of bio-diversity ?  
Do they disadvantage small farmers, in favour of giant multinational corporations ?  
Do they bring greater use of hazardous pesticides ?  
Do they, in short, create more problems than they can solve ? 
It’s a heated and partisan debate. 
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