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 Journalist :
WHEN IT COMES TO COLLEGE ADMISSIONS , HOW MUCH OF A ROLE SHOULD RACE PLAY? THAT QUESTION’S BACK  IN NEWS THIS WEEK...FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HARVARD UNIVERSITY  HISTORY, THE MAJORITY OF STUDENTS ACCEPTED  INTO THE INCOMING FRESHMAN CLASS IDENTIFY AS NONWHITE. 58.8% TO BE PRECISE.
BUT AT THE SAME TIME CAME NEWS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IS INVESTIGATING ALLEGATIONS THE SCHOOL IS DENYING PLACES TO QUALIFIED ASIAN-AMERICAN STUDENTS.
Vijay Jojo Chokal-Ingam, NOW, THE HEAD OF ADMISSIONS CONSULTANT AT INTERVIEW S.O.S. HAS AN UNIQUE EXPERIENCE WITH THIS TOPIC. AN INDIAN AMERICAN, HE REALIZED THE ONLY WAY HE WOULD BE ACCEPTED AT MED SCHOOL WOULD BE TO PASS AS BLACK.
HE CHRONICLED HIS EXPERIENCE IN  HIS BOOK ALMOST BLACK THE TRUE STORY OF HOW I GOT INTO MEDICAL SCHOOL BY PRETENDING TO BE BLACK.
Vijay Jojo Chokal-Ingam  JOINS ME NOW.
SO, YOU WERE STUDYING STATISTICS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO,AND YOU SAID TO YOURSELF, I DON’T STAND A CHANCE WITH MY 3.2 (GPA), WHAT DID YOU DO?

Vijay Jojo Chokal-Ingam :

 WELL, I SHAVED MY HEAD, I TRIMMED MY EYELASHES AND I DECIDED TO JOIN THE ORGANIZATION OF BLACK STUDENTS SO I COULD APPLY TO THE MEDICAL SCHOOL AS A BLACK MAN.   I ALSO USED MY MIDDLE NAME JOJO.
I SUBSEQUENTLY INTERVIEWED AT MEDICAL SCHOOLS ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND MANAGED TO GET WAIT-LISTED AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON AND UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, THEN RANKED THE THIRD AND FOURTH BEST MEDICAL SCHOOLS IN THE COUNTRY AND GOT INTO ST. LOUIS SCHOOL OF MEDICINE DESPITE THE FACT THAT MY PITIFUL 3.1 GPA WAS DRAMATICALLY LOWER THAN THEIR AVERAGE OF 3.7.



