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Daniel Ugarte moved to New York City in January, 2012. The 23-year-old attends college in Miami,Florida and is spending his final semester in the Big Apple as part of the National Student Exchange program, before he graduates with a Bachelor of Arts degree.

New York City is home to more than eight million people. And in mid-2008, according to the 2008 NYC Housing and Vacancy Survey, there were 2.14 million rental apartments in the five boroughs.

And with high rental prices and competition for space, Ugarte, like many residents found it very difficult to find a room for rent.

Until he heard about a new networking event called Speedroommating.

Like Speed Dating, it's a way of bringing people together, but not in the romantic sense.

Launched in London, U.K. in 2008 by on-line rental agency Spareroom.com, the events are for people seeking rooms and for those who have rooms to rent out.

One visit to Speedroommating was all Ugarte needed to find accommodation in Brooklyn.

"I came into the apartment, took a tour of the room, took a tour of the apartment, two of my roommates were there, shook their hands, said hello and then I said I want it (LAUGHS). Because I was tired, I was tired of looking all over the place for different apartments, different rooms…" 

Spareroom.com's founder Rupert Hunt, says New Yorkers have really taken to Speedroommating -- which started in the city in January 2012 -- and he believes meeting someone in-person gives candidates a better idea of whether they'll successfully be able to share a living space.
