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How do kids and teenagers perceive what they read on line?  
Can they tell real news stories from fake news and ads? 
A new study from Stanford University asked more than 78 00  students to evaluate online articles and news sources and the results are bleak : large portions of the students- at times 
as much as 80 or 90 % - had trouble judging the credibility of the news they read.

Wineburger is a Professor of Education and History at Stanford and I asked him earlier today 
to describe one of the tests they used: 

‘We showed them a picture of daisies they looked like they were deformed. 

There was a claim on the website that said they were the results of a nuclear disaster at Fukushima in Japan . The photograph had no attribution, there was nothing that indicated that it was from anywhere and we asked students 
‘ does this photograph provide proof?’ and we found that over 80% of the high school students didn’t ask where it came from, they didn’t verify it , they simply accepted the picture  as fact .’
(NPR)  So what do you think can be done about this?

‘The only ways that we can deal with this kind of issues are through educational programmes and recognizing that the kind of things that we worry about  this  ability to determine what is reliable  or not reliable / that is the new basic skill in our society.
(NPR) So basically teaching  students to be fact-checkers?)      

‘ Exactly. The kinds of duties that used to be the responsibility of editors, of librarians now fall on the shoulders of anyone who uses a screen to become informed about the world.’
