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How do pollution and overfishing impact our oceans…script -1.30
If you stand on a beach looking at the ocean it seems incredibly powerful, and yet as Felipe reports, the ocean still needs our help. 
Even if you don’t live anywhere near the ocean, you are affected by it. The ocean gives us food, powers our weather, provides pathways between continents. It even offers fun and recreation. Going to the beach is still our number one outdoor activity. Forget theme parks and malls. David Helvarg grew up near the ocean, now he works to protect it. He wrote the book blue frontier. It focuses on the ways we’re hurting our oceans. His first concern is pollution. People used to believe that the oceans were so vast that they could take any abuse we heaped onto them. We now know differently, to help protect the ocean, the US passed the clean water act in the 1970s. It stopped companies from dumping industrial waste into our waterways, but David says there’s still plenty of pollution flowing in. A lot of indirect pollution is now coming into the oceans, from farm chemicals from urban streets through our storm drains. And ship accidents spill millions of gallons of oil and fuel destroying vital ecosystems. Another threat to our ocean is overfishing. We’re using sonar and satellites and radar and other deep water technologies…




