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Climate change has been in the news for years. But what is it? And how will it affect us? To understand climate change, you first need to know about the greenhouse effect.

The Earth gets heat from the sun. In the atmosphere, greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide trap this heat and keep it from escaping back to outer space. Trapping some heat in the atmosphere is a good thing because it keeps the planet warm enough for us to live.

But there’s a problem. People all over the world are adding extra carbon dioxide to the atmosphere. That’s because today we burn fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas to do many of our everyday activities like driving our cars, using your computers and heating our homes. All of this extra carbon dioxide is trapping more heat in the atmosphere, making the Earth warmer and causing other climate changes too.

The signs of climate change are all around us: temperatures are getting warmer, giant ice sheets are melting and the oceans are rising. In many places, flowers are blooming earlier, snow is melting sooner and birds aren’t flying as far south for the winter.

Check out the rest of this website to learn more about the causes and effects of climate change. 
