Working on the Construction of the Channel Tunnel
SCRIPT

I started working in the Channel Tunnel in 1991 and I finished at around September 1994.

I managed to get a job there because my father was a foreman, he was a quite important person working there, so it was thanks to him that I managed to get work there.

And I had to work as an engineer’s assistant, I had to help the engineers. I had to set up equipment, and take measurements and help the engineers whenever necessary.

So I worked in the tunnel and outside the tunnel, as well, at the terminal at Dover. So I often had to work in all kinds of weather: in sunshine, rain, wind and even snow as well, and sometimes it was very, very cold. And there was often lots of mud, very difficult working conditions.

But it was a very good experience because at first it was difficult because I had no experience of construction, but after three years working there, I became quite a… became quite good at it and I got to know quite a lot of things ; I learned a lot, so it was a very good experience overall. And I managed to earn a lot of money, and after I finished working there, I had enough money to go to university.

COMPTE RENDU

Ce document est un témoignage d’un homme qui a travaillé à la construction du tunnel sous la Manche de 1991 à Septembre 1994. Il a réussi à obtenir cet emploi parce que son père était contremaître, il avait un poste important sur le chantier. Il est devenu l’assistant des ingénieurs ; son rôle consistait à installer du matériel, à prendre des mesures et à aider les ingénieurs quand c’était nécessaire.

Il a travaillé à l’intérieur du tunnel comme à l’extérieur au terminal de Douvres par tous les temps : soleil, pluie, vent et même neige. Il y avait souvent beaucoup de boue et parfois il faisait très froid. Mais ce fut une très bonne expérience bien que difficile au début car il n’avait jamais travaillé dans la construction, mais après 3 années, il est devenu compétent et a appris beaucoup de choses. Il a réussi à gagner beaucoup d’argent, ce qui lui a permis d’aller à l’université une fois cet emploi terminé.
