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Transcript : 

In the first 6 months of this year, more than 220,000 people were detected crossing the Mediterranean to Europe. And in July alone, over 100,000 people made this journey, three times higher than the number last year. These people came from different countries under different circumstances. we know that many are Syrians fleeing the conflict that has raged across the country and has killed over 220,000 people and that has forced more than 11 million people to flee their own homes. They now face two enemies at home: Assad and ISIL. Britain has a moral responsibility to help refugees as we have done throughout our history. We’re already providing sanctuary and we’ll continue to do so. As the second largest bilateral donor to the crisis, we have provided over 900 million pounds in aid to help those affected in Syria and the region. We funded shelter, food, water, vital medical supplies for millions of desperate refugees fleeing the conflict and helping them to survive in the countries around Syria, like Jordan and Lebanon. No European country has done more than Britain in this regard. Were it not for that massive aid, the numbers making the perilous journey to Europe today would be even higher. Now we’ve already accepted around 5,000 Syrians and we've introduced a specific resettlement scheme alongside those we already have, to help those Syrian refugees particular at risk.
