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I think it’s fair to say that the concept of Britishness has changed very considerably over the last twenty or thirty years, largely because of the waves of immigration that we’ve had into the UK. So over the last twenty or even thirty years, we’ve had a large influx of Pakistani people, of Indian people, of people from West African and East African origin who have changed the face and the nature of Britishness and Britain.

How would you define Britishness?

I think, for me, and it’s a very personal understanding of the meaning of the word, it’s something to do with the way in which people who live in the country and who possibly have a British passport - one has to have a British passport in order to be British - it’s about the way in which those people associate with the country, its values, its morals and its fundamental beliefs and those don’t necessarily mean a shared belief in terms of religion but they do mean or it does mean, a shared belief in terms of the way in which that society operates.

What qualities define Britishness for you ?

Well, I would say that the positive qualities of Britishness would be around things like being tolerant, being outward looking, being creative, being innovative, being pragmatic, being forward looking and being flexible.
